indicate fewer medical attendances, fewer treated respiratory chest infections, and improved overall weight gain in the screened population. We did not find significantly fewer hospital admissions. The number of days in hospital, which have been variously reported as reduced6 or increased,5 were not analysed. All of our screened patients were briefly admitted on diagnosis for assessment and education about their condition. The later age of diagnosis and possible lesser awareness of the importance of recognising symptoms before diagnosis in the unscreened group might have accounted for the similar admission rates in the first two years of life.
As yet there have been no adequate studies of the psychosocial implications of neonatal screening for cystic fibrosis. The potential effects of the resampling and false postive results5 and the effects of diagnosing the disease in 'well' babies have to be considered against the observed findings in this study of repeated medical consultations and delay in diagnosis in a sick child; there is also the advantage with earlier diagnosis of genetic counselling. The psychosocial disadvantages of screening are becoming less obvious now that there is a reduced need for resampling and an increase in the predictive value of a positive result (resulting from more specific assays). There is also increasing experience with the approach to diagnosis in 'well' babies, and conversely the avoidance of delayed diagnosis now that fetal genetic diagnosis is possible.
In conclusion, the published results of screening for cystic fibrosis indicate that screening programmes deserve wider application and study. ' 4 6 In particular, as both repeated pulmonary infections and relative underweight are important adverse prognostic indicators in cystic fibrosis, a reduced morbidity should be regarded as one of the primary advantages of screening.
We are grateful to the staff of the cystic fibrosis clinics, Royal Children's and Mater Children's Hospitals; to the Cystic Fibrosis Association of Queensland, especially Drs I Robertson, RM Harris, and Mr E Ryan for providing access to patient records; and to the families of cystic fibrosis patients who provided information. The results were analysed by Student's t test for making comparisons with population norms. The two groups of children with heart disease were also compared with their siblings using the t test for independent samples and for comparing the mean of Table 1 Mean subscores for IQ from children with transposition ofgreat vessels and three comparison groups of children The results of the achievement test are shown in table 2. In comparing achievement subscore differences between sibling pairs there was a consistent trend for both groups of children with heart disease to have lower scores than their siblings. For the continuous performance task there were no differences between sibling pairs. On the Achenbach behaviour checklist, the children with TGV were more aggressive (p<0-02) and had more somatic complaints (p<0-3) than did children with a ventricular septal defect. No neurological abnormalities were found for any child. There were no differences in ages at which standard milestones were reached.
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Discussion
Our data suggest that children with transposition of the great vessels do have greater impairment of cognitive skills than do children with ventricular septal defect, although in both diseases there is a similar degree of deprivation of stimulation and potential for exploration because of debility in infancy. These children with TGV did not have impaired academic achievement to a degree equal to the impairment of performance IQ but increase in somatic complaints and aggressive behaviour suggested subtle problems with their peers at school. Interestingly, a degree of social imperceptiveness seems to accompany visual perceptual problems in other populations of children with poor performance IQ and learning disabilities. 6 With advances in the diagnosis of developmental disorders and advances in educational and remedial treatment of learning disorders it seems timely to begin identifying more specifically the developmental disorder that is associated with a specific disease. 
